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A FUTURE WITH HOPE

Message from Bishop John Schol

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
One year ago, Superstorm Sandy rolled into New Jersey and the region and changed lives and the landscape forever.
Today tens of thousands of homes are still in need of repair with many people still unable to return to their homes. In the
midst of this despair, we have offered hope, A Future with Hope. When people hurt, United Methodists help. I take this
opportunity to thank all of our volunteers, donors, churches and staff who have provided healing and hope for thousands of
people. Together, we set a five-year God-sized vision that included:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Repairing 300-500 homes of low income, elderly and disabled people.
Providing case management for 500 families.
Recruiting, housing and deploying at least 15,000 volunteers to repair homes.
Repairing churches and parsonages severely damaged by the storm.
Raising $21 million.

After one year of ministry, I want to update you on our progress.
Volunteers
We are now able to host more than 300 volunteers a week through 12 hosts sites. These host sites provide beds, food and
showers. Already more than 5,900 volunteers from 23 states and three countries have logged more than 58,000 hours of
relief and repair ministry. Immediately following the storm we fed, clothed and provided day and night shelter to more than
10,000 people.
Case Management
We are presently working with 145 families to create recovery plans. In partnership with UMCOR, we coordinated 9
Disaster Case Management training sessions, training 226 case managers at no cost to 16 organizations including
Catholic Charities, American Red Cross, and Salvation Army.

Home Repairs
We are presently working in 14 communities. We have moved 12 families back into their homes, another 15 homes are
under construction and 22 homes are being assessed or are ready for construction repairs. We have also repaired one
community center.
Church Property Repairs
We provided more than $900,000 in grants to assist 44 churches with repairs and undertook repairs for two churches.
Fundraising
We have raised in donations and commitments $9.3 million toward our $21 million goal. This includes $3.8 million from
UMCOR, $1.5 million from the American Red Cross, $750,000 from the Hurricane Sandy NJ Relief Fund (the fund
established by Mary Pat Christie, the Governor's wife), $600,000 from the Robin Hood Foundation and $500,000 from
United Methodist Conferences around the world. Many of the grants were made possible through the A Future With Hope,
Inc., the nonprofit corporation started through GNJ that has raised funds and hired staff for this ministry.
Our Mission Fund Campaign, which will raise $12 million ($7 million for Sandy Relief, $2 million for Imagine No Malaria,
and $3 million for local mission) has $2.5 million in donations and commitments before the campaigns have begun in most
of our congregations. Eighty percent of our clergy have made a commitment to the Mission Fund Campaign and better
than one-third of our congregations are in the process of conducting the campaign with their worshippers.
God is doing a miracle in our midst. Our ministry can probably be best summed up by one homeowner who said, "I called
10 different places and then I reached A Future with Hope, and it was The United Methodist Church who said we will help."
Or the man who shared with us as we moved him back into his home:
Mother and I tried every avenue that was supposed to be available to us to help those hurt by Hurricane Sandy, but were
continually denied. In April, we were feeling despair because it rained so often. We even had a stretch of ten straight days
of rain. We prayed and asked God just please stop the rain from coming in our home. All we ask Lord is for the roof to get
fixed and that would be a great blessing. Then we got a call from Jay, from A Future with Hope, who said he'd like to meet
us and maybe they could help. At first we thought it was a scam because no one offered us any help before and what he
was telling us seemed too good to be true. So we continued to pray on it and the miracle we needed and God answered
our prayers as only He can. The Lord sent us His children to help us! We were and are overwhelmed by what God has
done for us through our brothers and sisters in Christ. We can't express our gratitude enough to all of the wonderful groups
that have come to our home and transformed the devastation we were living in to a warm, comfortable home again.
"Ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another."
(Galatians 5:13)
Thank you for your prayers, thank you for your service, thank you for your commitment, and thank you for your
contributions. Together with God we are bringing a future with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)
You can continue to support us by sending volunteers and donations. We need volunteers in the coming months. For more
information you may email Lisa Park at info@afuturewithhope.org. To learn about how you may contribute financially,
please contact me at BishopJohnSchol@gnjumc.org.
Keep the faith!
John Schol, Bishop
The United Methodist Church
Greater New Jersey Conference

THANKSGIVING BASKETS
We will again be preparing Thanksgiving baskets for families in need. We will be collecting:

*turkeys

*gravy

*stuffing

*cranberries

*vegetables

*yams

*rolls or bread

*dessert

*5 lb. bags of potatoes

*pancake syrup

*complete pancake mix (that only needs water added)

ALL ITEMS MUST BE BROUGHT IN BY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24.
Please sign up on the poster in Reeves Hall so we know what you are donating. Thank you for
helping to give a special Thanksgiving dinner to our less fortunate brothers and sisters.
________________________________________________________________________________

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE
This year’s Thanksgiving Eve Service will be at the
Heard AME Church
301 Rev. Goyins Plaza (8th Ave.), Roselle, NJ

Wednesday November 27, 7:30 pm.
_____________________________________________________________________

November Birthdays!
10
16

Eliana Auriemma
Jeffrey Manno

If your birthday is missing please contact the office so we can update our list.
Dear CUMC Families,
As I give up my role as Director of Music after 19+ years, I want to thank all of you
for providing such a pleasant and welcoming environment in which to make music to enhance your
worship experience. I have learned so much during my tenure here at CUMC. There is a lot of talent
in this small congregation. I am confident that Jeff will continue the long legacy of keeping music as a
vital part of CUMC. I will miss you!
Mike Sanflippo

A Future with Hope Mission Fund Campaign
The clergy and lay representatives from the Greater New Jersey Conference approved this campaign at the
2013 Annual Conference. The Greater New Jersey Conference consists of 580 congregations working
together to try and raise $12 million dollars for 3 critical and urgent missions. This includes:


$7 million for Sandy relief and recovery. The total budget $21.8 million to restore 300-500 homes of
low income, elderly and disabled people. Our ministry will work with the people who do not have
insurance or do not have enough funding from other sources. These are the most vulnerable in our
society.



$2 million for Imagine No Malaria. A child dies every 60 seconds from malaria. Our fund will save an
estimated 50,000 children.



$3 million for local church mission. Twenty-five percent of every dollar our church raises stays in our
congregation to be used for mission projects in our community. The Missions here in CUMC will
include the Pancake Breakfast on Nov 2 - money raised will be used to buy food for the Casano
Center Food Pantry after the holidays when donations slow down. We will give free tickets to the
Casano Center to distribute to the food pantry clients. We will also increase the number of lunches
prepared for BRIDGES and invite church members to help make the lunches.

Why are we conducting this campaign?
Because people need us more than ever right now. There are tens of thousands of people who still are not in
their homes or are living on the second floor waiting for help to repair their ground floor. There are children
dying of malaria, a deadly disease that once took the lives of thousands of US citizens. Just as we have
eliminated death by malaria in the US, we can do this in Africa as well. Since United Methodists have been
working to end this disease, the death of children has gone from one every 30 seconds to one every 60
seconds. United Methodists, working with people around the world, will end death by malaria. Lastly, our
congregation’s engagement in mission not only helps people, but it also strengthens the witness of Christ
through our congregation. We want to grow vital congregations through mission in our communities.
On November 24th, our congregation will have a special worship service to celebrate all that God is doing
through us and United Methodists in our communities and around the world. As part of this service, you will
be invited to make a commitment to our 2014 ministry and share in A Future with Hope Mission Fund
Campaign. More than 500 United Methodist Churches in the Greater New Jersey Area will participate in the
campaign. We are using 1 Chronicles 29 as the model for this ministry, in which the resources to build the
first temple were raised. King David announced his gift, followed by the leadership announcing their gifts.
When the people saw the generosity of the leaders, they too gave generously. Several months ago, Bishop
John and Beverly Schol announced that they were making sacrifices to give to this campaign. Over the next
three years they will give a total of $53,000. One of the ways they are making this commitment is to stretch
the life of their 10 year old car and commit the funds they would have used for a car payment to the Mission
Fund Campaign. Bishop Schol has not asked for equal gifts but for all of us to be willing to sacrifice and do
our part to help those who need our help right now. Our congregation is not asked for a specific gift.
Individuals are not asked for a specific gift. We are all asked to prayerfully make a sacrifice. You will hear
more about this exciting campaign in the coming weeks and I know God will bless this ministry through our
congregation.
Thank you all and God Bless,
Jim Manzo, Future With Hope Chairperson

Casano Center Food Pantry
Many thanks to everyone who donated food for the food pantry during the month of
October. We collected food every Sunday and it was a joy to see the shopping cart fill up
each week.
The Casano Center staff was thrilled to see the cart coming through the door every
Tuesday and they are grateful for the donated tickets for our Pancake Breakfast to be
distributed to their clients. Unfortunately, I’m sad to report that even with our extra
donations, the shelves were bare when I made the last delivery. Hopefully there will be an
increase in donations from other sources with the holidays approaching.
Even though we will return to our one Sunday a month collection in November, please feel
free to bring in food any Sunday. Our neighbors really need our help.
_________________________________________________________________________________

CUMC has a NEW website!
We have a new website with a more modern look and a new address.
You can access already published Tower Topics in the “news” section, read
Pastor Manny’s article in the “Pastor’s Corner”, look at our gallery and upcoming events,
to name only a few of the features. Go see for yourself at: www.roselleparkcumc.org.
**Make sure you add the “C” in the website address**
Whenever you take digital pictures of events and think they could be added to the
Church’s website gallery, please download them in their biggest size and email them to
the office. We are also looking for the Church’s history to add in the “about us” page.
Thank you for your help!

www.roselleparkcumc.org

Help Us Make Lunches for Bridges
When: Nov. 14 (starting at 3pm)

Four times a year, the Missions Committee gets together to prepare 100 brown bag
lunches for Bridges. In November, as part of our missions work for A Future with Hope,
CUMC has signed up to provide 200 lunches and we are inviting church members to help
with the preparation. There will be a job for everyone; from decorating bags to making
sandwiches.
Please join us in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, November 14 starting at 3pm. We
will work until 200 lunches are ready for delivery. You can come for an hour or any
amount of time you can give. Please sign up on the sheet in Reeves Hall so we have an
idea of the number of helpers to expect.
This is a perfect opportunity for outreach and fellowship and also a good family
activity. Hope to see you there!
Any questions? Ask Sharon or call (908)464-8356.
______________________________________________________________________

Dear CUMC Church Family,
Thank you for all your continual prayers and support during Clem's illness. With
his passing, you have shared our sorrow. Comforted in the knowledge that he is no
longer in pain, he has entered into peace and eternal rest.
Your heartfelt expressions of sympathy are deeply appreciated. Thank you.
Jan, Paul, Aimee, and the Gibeault Family

SAVE THE DATE! Tell family and friends!

The Youth Group is inviting you to this year’s

CUMC’s POT LUCK CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday December 8, 12:30pm to 2pm
Signup sheets are posted in Reeves Hall
for food, drinks, desserts and snacks.
__________________________________________________________________
News from the Community PreSchool
October was busy with learning, fun and lots of special events. We started the month with a
wonderful trip to Williams Nursery to enjoy a hayride, maze, and pumpkin picking. We also
learned about fire safety and were excited to have a visit from the Roselle Park Firefighters,
who gave us some tips and let us check out their fire truck!
Back to School Night for the parents was held on October 22 nd. It was well attended and
parents learned more about our program, and how children learn best. The teachers also had
the opportunity to attend the annual New Jersey Early Childhood Education Convention. This
is a great time for learning and sharing ideas. We ended the month with not one but two
Halloween parades and parties! Both Wednesday and Thursday classes arrived in their
Halloween best and parents became paparazzi as the children paraded up and down the
sidewalk!
One wonderful addition to our program this year is Chapel Time with Pastor Manny! Twice a
month we meet in the sanctuary to sing songs and listen as Pastor Manny teaches us more
about God's love for us in a lively, kid friendly way. The children enjoy it and parents are
encouraged to join us as well.
Our enrollment has come a long way since July! The 3 day per week 4 year old class is
completely full with 20 children! We were also able to offer the 4 year old class with a two-day
program. That class currently has 10 children attending. The 3 year old class meets on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and has 9 children enrolled.
Thank you so very much to the church and the many people who have helped us in so many
ways. We appreciate your constant prayers, hard work, and dedication to making this Christian
outreach continue and grow! A very special thanks to Betty and Milt Woodruff, Drew Batich,
and Albie Lawrence for always being available and willing to lend a hand!
Pamela Henn, Preschool Director

PART TIME JOB AVAILABLE
A part time job is opening up for someone to assist the AICC congregation
at their new church location in Berkeley Heights, NJ. Responsibilities
include general landscaping of the property, indoor housekeeping, trash
maintenance, cleaning of floors and restrooms, etc.
Please contact Rev. Dr. BBC Kumar at 908-591-8681 for details .

____________________________________________________________________
CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR:

Frank Wargo - Susan – Sheila Gonzaga - Sue Lines - CUMC our church family
WTC Victims/Families. Those suffering from
For the safety and the service of men and women
Drug and Alcohol Addiction and the loved ones
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other overseas bases,
of those who suffer.
and for their families.
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nursing Homes & Rehabilitation Facilities
THOMAS GILBERT BLACK
Francis Asbury Manor
Ocean Grove, NJ 07756
PATRICIA GUNTHER
Brakeley Park Center
290 Red School Lane
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

EDNA DELVENTHAL
Bridgeway Senior Health Care
270 Route 28
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

PATRICIA KLOSE
Clark Nursing & Rehab Center
1213 Westfield Avenue
Clark, NJ 07066

GERTRUDE TAYNOR
Clark Nursing & Rehab Center
1213 Westfield Ave, Clark, NJ 07066

_________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
REV. MANUEL P. CRUZ Jr.

Ministers
MEMBERS OF CUMC

Business Administrator
SHARON KESSLER

Church Office Secretary
SONYA LEINGANG

Music Director & Organist
JEFF MANNO

Housekeeper
TIM ORCUTT

Preschool Director
PAMELA HENN
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